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bstract 

ROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the operability of keyboard input 
operation by letting an operator recognize an input mode at a current time 
point through the sense of hearing and sight. 

SOLUTION: A keyboard 13 is provided with an input mode changeover switch 
for instructing the switching of input modes, light transmissive key head for 
transmitting light while describing all the input enable characters 
corresponding to respective keys on its surface, and light emitting body 
installed corresponding to the respective input enable characters of respective 
keys. A light emission control part 16 performs control for emitting the light 
emitting bodies of respective keys corresponding to the input enable 
characters in the input mode at the current time point. A sound generating part 
15 generates a sound showing the input mode at the current time point each 
time a key input is generated. When the input mode of the keyboard is 
switched by an instruction from the input mode changeover switch, a control 
part 12 recognizes that switching and reports it to the light emission control 
part 16 and the sound generating part 15. 
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